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0  THE  following  chfcourfe  Was  delivered,  in  fub * 
fiance ,  at  Southampton,  Rucks-county,  Pennfylva- 
nia,  January  to*  1796,— the  Lord’s  Day  aftef 
the  interment  of  the  deceafed. 

It  would  have  beeh  delivered  at  Hopewell  much 
fooner,  had  ilot  an  attention  to  a  Variety  of  other 
duties  neceffarily  prevented* 

The  Church  themfelves  fixed  upon  the  firfl  Lord’s 
Day  in  April— an  intervention  of  three  weeks  took 
place*  which  could  not  be  avoided. 


2  d  Samuel,  3d  chap,  and  part  of  the  38th  verfe. 


KNOW  VE  NOT  THAT  THERE  IS - A  GREAT  MAN  FALLEN— III 

ISRAEL. 

These  words  conftitute  a  part  of  King 
David's  lamentation  over  Abner,  the  fon  of  Ner, 
who  was,  during  Saul's  life,  the  principal  Captain 
.of  his  hoft ! 

Attached  to  Ifliboflieth,  Saul's  Son,  Abner  made 
him  king  over  all  Ifrael,  and  continued  faithful  to  that 
houfe,  until  his  honour  received  a  wound  in  an  im* 
putation  of  guilt  the  molt  unfounded,  from  the  very 
perfon  to  whofe  interefl  he  was  facrificing  his  time 
and  fuperior  abilities! 

From  this  moment  Abner  meditated  an  union 
With  David The  preliminaries  being  fettled,  he 
promifed  fair  to  be  an  important  acquifition  in  the 
fcale  of  the  houfe  of  Judah! — -But  alas— he  was  trea- 
chero Lilly  murdered  by  Joab,  a  chief  officer  in  David's 
army,  becaufe  Abner,  in  the  a£t  of  defending  him- 
felf,  had  fometime  before  killed  Afahel,  joab's 
brother  !— 

The  whole  narrative  partakes  fo  much  of  the  tra¬ 
gically  fublime,  that  no  apology  is  neceffary  in  laying 
it  before  a  chrillian  affembly  in  its  own  impreffive 
drefs* 


(  6  ) 

Verfe  28.  And  afterward  when  David  heard  it, 
(i.  c.  of  Abner’s  death  and  the  circumflances  accom¬ 
panying  the  fame),  he  faid,  I  and  my  kingdom  are 
guilt lefs  before  the  Lord  forever  from  the  blood  of  Ab - 
ner ,  the  fon  of  Ner  :  Let  it  reft  on  the  head  of  Joab , 
and  on  all  his  father’s  houfe  ;  aud  let  there  not  fail 
from  the  houfe  of  Joab  one  that  hath  an  iffue ,  or  that  is  a 
leper ,  or  that  leaneth  on  a  faff,  or  that  falleth  on  the 
fword ,  or  that  lacketh  bread ,  So  Joab  and  Abifhai  his 
brother  Jlew  Abner ,  becaufe  he  had  flain  their  brother 
Afahel  at  Gibeon  in  the  battle ,  And  David  faid  to 
Joab ,  and  to  all  the  people  that  were  with  him ,  Rend 
your  clothes ,  and  gird  you  with  fackcloth ,  and  mourn 
before  Abner .  And  king  David  himfelf  followed  the 
bier.  And  they  buried  Abner  in  Hebron  :  and  the  king 
lifted  up  his  voice ,  and  wept  at  the  grave  of  Abner; 
and  all  the  people  wept.  And  the  king  lamented  over 
- Abner ,  and  faid ,  Died  Abner  as  a  fool  dieth  ?  Thy 
hands  were  not  bound ,  nor  thy  feet  put  into  fetters  :  as 
a  man  falleth  before  vAicked  men ,  fo  fellejl  thou.  Arid 
all  the  people  wept  again  over  him.  And  when  all  the 
people  came  to  caufe  David  to  eat  meat ,  while  it  was 
yet  day ,  David  fware,  faying.  So  do  God  to  me,  and 
more  alfo ,  if  Itafte  bread ,  or  ought  elfe ,  till  the  fun  be 
down.  And  all  the  people  took  notice  of  it,  and  it  pleafed 
them  :  as  whatfoever  the  king  did  pleafed  all  the  people . 
For  all  the  people ,  and  all  Iftrael ,  underfeed  that  day » 
that  it  was  not  of  the  king  to  fay  Abner ,  the  fon  of 
Ner,  And  the  king  faid  unto  his  fervanis ,  y* 

not  that  there  is  a  prince  and  a  great  man  fallen  this  day 
in  Ifrael  ?  And  I  am  this  day  weak ,  though  anointed 
king  ;  and  thefe  men  the  fons  of  Zeruiah  be  too  hard  for 
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ms  :  the  Lord  Jhall  reward  the  doer  of  evil  according 
to  his  wickednefs . 

Enow  ye  not  that  there  is—a  great  man  fallen — in 
Ifrael  ? 

With  what  peculiar  force,  my  brethren,  doth  this 
queftion  apply  to  the  .great  and  good  man,  whofe 
death — we  have  on  this  day  met  together,  for  the 
purpofe  of  improving  in  a  fpiritual  manner — and  to 
whofe  memory,  we  would  attempt  to  render  that  tri¬ 
bute  of  refpeft,  which  is  due  to  eminent\vorth  and 
ufefulnefs  in  the  church  of  Chrift  !— 

The  practice  of  thus  honouring  and  praifing  the 
great,  the  deferving,  or  the  pious  dead,  is  fan&ioned 
both  by  the  old  and  new  Teftament. 

In  addition  to  the  affecting  infiance  already  enlarg¬ 
ed  upon  ;  we  find  David  in  another  place  lamenting 
over  Saul  and  Jonathan.— When  he  received  intelli¬ 
gence  of  their  deaths,  He  took  hold  on  his  clothes  and 
rent  them  ;  and  iikewife  all  the  men  that  were  with 
him .  And  they  mourned  and  wept,  and  fajied  until 
even ,  for  Saul  and  for  Jonathan  his  fon ,  and  for  the 
people  of  the  Lord,  and  for  the  houfe  of  Ifrael ;  becaufe 
they  were  fallen  by  the  fwordA — Verfe  17.  And  Da? 
vid  lamented  with  this  lamentation  over  Saul  and  over 
Jonathan  his  fon, 

*  2  Sam,  i.  11,  j%. 
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<c  The  beauty  of  Ifrael  is  flam  upon  thy  high  pla¬ 
ces  :  how  are  the  mighty  fallen  !  Tell  it  not  in  Gath, 
publifh  it  not  in  the  ftreets  of  Afkelon  ;  left  the 
daughters  of  the  Philiftines  rejoice,  left  the  daughters 
of  the  uncircumcifed  triumph.  Ye  mountains  of  Gil- 
boa,  let  there  be  no  dew,  neither  let  there  be  rain 
upon  you,  nor  fields  of  offerings :  for  there  the  ftiield 
of  the  mighty  is  vilely  caft  away,  the  fhield  of  Saul, 
as  though  he  had  not  been  anointed  with  oil.  From 
the  blood  of  the  flain,  from  the  fat  of  the  mighty,  the 
bow  of  Jonathan  turned  not  back,  and  the  fword  of 
Saul  returned  not  empty.  Saul  and  Jonathan  were 
lovely  and  pleafant  in  their  lives,  and  in  their  death 
they  were  not  divided  :  they  were  fwifter  than  eagles, 
they  were  ftronger  than  lions.  Ye  daughters  of 
Ifrael,  weep  over  Saul,  who  clothed  you  in  fcarlet, 
with  other  delights ;  who  put  on  ornaments  of  gold 
upon  your  apparel.  How  are  the  mighty  fallen  in 
the  midft  of  the  battle!  O  Jonathan,  thou  waft  flain 
in  thine  high  places.  I  am  diftrefled  for  thee,  my 
brother  Jonathan;  very  pleafant  haft  thou  been  unto 
me:  thy  love  to  me  was  wonderful,  pafiing  the  love 
of  women.  How  are  the  mighty  fallen,  and  the 
weapons  of  war  periflied!” 

When  Elijah  was  taken  up  into  heaven  by  a  whirl¬ 
wind,  we  are  informed,  that  Eliflia  faw  it,  and  he 
cried.  My  Father ,  my  Father ,  the  chariot  of  Ifraely 
and  the  horfemen  thereof  And  he  faw  him  no  more : 
and  he  took  hold  of  his  own  clothes ,  and  rent  them  in 
Hvo  pieces  A 


*  2  Kings,  ii.  12*. 
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In  the  A£te  of  the  Apcflles  we  read,  that  Devout 
men  carried  Stephen  to  his  burial ,  and  made  great 
lamentation  over  him .* 

Turn  to  the  nth  chapter  of  the  Epiftle  to  the 
Hebrews,  there  you  will  find  the  Apoftle  of  the 
Gentiles  religioufly  engaged  in  this  acceptable  workj 
How  admirably  does  he  portray  the  character  of  the 
Jpders,  who  obtained  a  good  report ! — Having  men¬ 
tioned  Abel,  Enoch,  Noah,  Abraham,  Sarah,  Ifaac, 
< 

Jacob,  Jofeph,  Mofes,  and  Rahab  j  he  thus  con¬ 
cludes 

<c  What  fhall  I  more  fay  ?  for  the  time  wrould  fail 
me  to  tell  of  Gideon,  and  of  Barak,  and  of  Sampfon, 
and  of  Jephthm  ;  of  David  alfo,  and  Samuel,  and  of 
the  Prophets :  who  through  faith  fubdued  kingdoms.. 
Wrought  righteoufnefs,  obtained  promifes,  flopped  the 
mouths  of  lions,  quenched  the  violence  of  fire,  efcap- 
ed  the  edge  of  the  fword,  out  of  weaknefs  were  made 
firong,  waxed  valiant  in  fight,  turned  to  flight  the 
armies  of  the  aliens.  Women  received  their  dead, 
raifed  to  life  again  :  and  others  were  tortured,  not 
accepting  deliverance ;  that  they  might  obtain  a 
better  refurreclion  :  And  others  had  trial  of  cruel 
mockings  and  fcourgings,  yea,  moreover,  of  bonds 
and  imprifonment :  they  were  honed,  they  were  fawn 
a  fancier ,  were  tempted,  were  fiain  with  the  fword: 
they  wandered  about  in  fheep-fkins  and  goat-fkins ; 
being  deflitute,  afflifled,  tormented  \  (q£  whom  the 


*  Chap.  viii.  verfe  2, 

3 
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World  was  not  worthy  :)  they  wandered  in  deferts, 
and  in  mountains,  and  in  dens  and  caves  of  the  earth. 
And  thefe  all,  having  obtained  a  good  report  through 
faith,  received  not  the  promife  :  God  having  pro¬ 
vided  fome  better  thing  for  us,  that  they  without  us 
fhould  not  be  made  perfett.” 

Many  other  examples  might  be  produced,  if  it  were 
neceflfary  : — There  is  one,  which  mufl:  not  be  over¬ 
looked  !— Jefus  himfelf,  the  lovely  Saviour  of  men, 
wept  over  the  grave  of  Lazarus,  whom  he  ftiles  his 
friend.  This  was  an  eulogy  indeed  ! 

Know  ye  not  that  there  is  a  great  man 
fallen  in  Israel  ? — In  our  fpiritual  Ifrael — in  the 
church  of  Jefus — in  our  particular  connexion  ! — Yes ! 
we  know  it,  we  feel  it ! — In  yon  cemetery*  he  lies 
amid  the  cold  clods  of  the  valley  1 

«  His  God  fuflain’d  him  in  his  final  hour.” 

Though  that  tongue  which  once  fpoke  fo  delightfully 
is  now  filent,  and  mufl:  remain  fo  till  the  morn  of  the 
refurre&ion ;  may  Jehovah  of  his  infinite  mercy  un- 
loofe  mine  on  this  mournful  occafion,  while  I  attempt, 

In  the  firfl:  place,  to  fhew  the  peculiar  application 
of  the  text  to  our  deceafed  Friend  and  Brother. 

Secondly,  that  a  fall  or  death  like  his,  though  con¬ 
nected  with  his  immediate  gain,  is  to  us  an  almofl: 

*  At  Southampton. 


(  II  ) 

irreparable  lofs,  and  therefore  a  fubjeft  for  lamen¬ 
tation. 

In  the  firtt  place  I  am  to  fhew  the  peculiar  applica¬ 
tion  of  my  text  to  our  deceafed  Friend  and  Brother. 

Know  ye  not  that  there  is  a  great  man  fallen  in 
Ifrael  ? — He  was  a  great  man  in  a  variety  of  re- 
fpe&s — As  a  Hufband,  Father,  Matter,  Companion 
and  Citizen ;  above  all,  as  a  Chriftian  and  a  Mini- 

fler  of  the  everlatting  Gofpel ! 

✓ 

<c  How  beautiful  upon  the  mountains  are  the  feet  of 
him  that  bringeth  good  tidings,  that  publittieth  peace  ; 
that  bringeth  good  tidings  of  good,  that  publifheth 
falvation;  that  faith  unto  Zion,  Thy  God  reigneth.”* 

As  the  ferrrton  will  clofe  with  a  concife  enumeration 
of  fome  of  the  particulars  appertaining  to  the  life  and 
chara&er  of  the  deceafed — I  mean  now,  by  divine 
afiittance,  to  point  out  more  generally,  in  what  ref- 
pe<tts  a  fincere  and  faithful  Minifter  of  the  Crofs  of 
Chritt,  may  be  faid  to  be  a  great  man . 

The  propriety  of  his  being  thus  defignated  will 
appear,  when  we  take  into  view  the  following  things — 

Firtt,  That  he  is  a  fervant  of  the  bett  and  th zgreatejl 
of  beings. — Even  of  God  the  Father,  Son,  and  Holy 
Spirit !— His  employment  may  be  filled  divine . — His 


\ 


*  Ifaiah  lii.  7. 


Introduction  into  this  facred  office  is  from  above  ;  For, 
no  man,  who  is  fincere  and  faithful,  taketh  this  honor 
unto  himfelf,  but  he  that  is  called  of  God,  as  was  Aaron  * 

Some  there  are  who  deem  it  an  honor  to  be  th'e 
fervants  of  kings,  emperors,  or  any  of  their  fellow- 
mortals,  who  move  in  what  is  denominated  the  higher 
circles  of  life  ;  after  all,  they  are  only  the  fervants  of 
men,  and  frequently  meet  with  the  mo  ft  painful  dis¬ 
appointments— but  the  Minifter  of  the  SanCluary  is 
pre-eminently  diftinguifhed  as  being  the  Servant  of 
the  mofl  high  God ,  and  his  reward  is  fure . — In  con¬ 
firmation  of  which  we  may  quote  the  teftimony  of  a 
wretched  Cardinal,  who  is  reprefented  as  faying, 

u  Had  I  but  ferv’d  my  God  with  half  the  zeal 
I  ferv’d  my  king — he  would  not  in  mine  age 
Have  left  me  naked  to  mine  enemies.’^ 

Secondly,  The  objects  of  his  ftudy  and  care.— 
Thefe  are  great — very  great . 

Of  his  Study . — Jehovah,  his  attributes  and  per¬ 
fections — Man's  creation,  fall,  and  recovery — The 
manifeftation  of  Jefus  in  the  fleih,  as  refulting  from 
the  everlafting  love  of  God.  For  God  fo  loved  the 
world ,  that  he  .gave  his  only  begotten  fon ,  that  when¬ 
ever  believeth  in  him  fhould  not  perifh ,  but  have  ever- 
lafling  life.  I — In  fhort,  all  the  doCtrines  of  the  Bible, 

fuch  as  falvation  by  free  and  fovereign  grace,  juftifi- 

/ 

*  Heb.  v.  4.  f  Wolfey.  f  John  iii.  16. 
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cation  by  imputed  righteoufnefs,  repentance  for  and 
remifiion  of  fin,  regeneration,  fan&ification  by  the 
Holy  Spirit,  adoption  into  the  family  of  God,  the  final 
perfeverance  of  the  Saints,  together  with  every  other 
revealed  truth  and  enjoined  duty — Well  might  even  a 
Paul  exclaim,  And  who  is  fujjicient  for  thefe  things?* 

The  objects  of  his  cat's  are  great. — The  fouls  of 
fhen  !  To  have  a  care  over  what  is  great  doth,  in  a 
certain  degree,  conftitute  greatnefs ! 

The  fouls  of  men  may  be  fo  fliled,  inafmuch  as 
(1.)  Their  faculties  and  capacities  for  happinefs  are 
great.  The  harmonious  Watts  conveys  this 
fublime  idea  in  the  following:  beautiful  lines : 

tc  In  vain  on  earth  we  hope  to  find 

Some  folid  good  to  fill  the  mind : 

/ 

We  try  new  pleafures,  but  we  feel 

The  inward  third  and  torment  {till.” 

There  is  nothing  beneath  the  fun  which  can  poffi* 
bly  fatisfy  an  immortal  fpirit— Such  are  its  powers 
for  fuperior  enjoyment,  that  it  is  forever  on  the 
wing  ;  forever  on  the  enquiry  or  fearch  after  fome- 
thing  more  fubftantial. 

r<  Blifs  !  fublunary  blifs  !  proud  words  and  vain  ! 

Implicit  treafon  to  Divine  Decree  ! 

A  bold  invafion  of  the  rights  of  Heaven  ! 

I  clafp’dthe  phantoms  and  I  found  them  aird’f 


*  Z  Cor.  ii.  1 6, 


■J*  Dr.  Young. 
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(2.)  The  fouls  of  men  were  bought  with  a  great 
price.  Forafmuch  as  ye  know  that  ye  were  not  redeem¬ 
ed  with  corruptible  things ,  as  fiber  and  gold — but 
with  the  precious  blood  of  Chrift ,  as  of  a  lamb  without 
blemijh  and  without fpot .* 

Redemption  is  always  afcribed  to  the  blood  of 
Jefus  as  the  procuring  caufe.  This  wa$  freely  Ihed  in 
the  room  and  ftead  of  his  Iheep  !  a  price  beyond  all 
price !  A  him  too  large  for  the  arithmetic  of  angels 
to  compute ! 

Thejuftly  admired  Young  in  his  Night  the  Fourth 
is  full  of  this  animating  theme : 

44  Heaven  wept,  that  men  might  fmile  !  Heaven  bled  that  Man 

Might  never  die  ! - — 

Survey  the  wondrous  cure  : 

And  at  each  ftep,  let  higher  wonder  rife  ! 

Pardon  for  infinite  offence  !  and  pardon 
Through  means  that  fpeak  it’s  value  infinite  ! 

A  pardon  bought  with  blood  l^with  blood  divine.” 

(3.)  They  are  refcued  from  greats  even  from  end- 
lefs  mifery. 

From  the  gnawing  of  the  worm  of  confcience 
which  never  dies,  and  the  fiercenefs  of  the  fire  of 
Jehovah’s  wrath,  which  never  can  be  quenched.— 
God  is  truly  gracious  unto  the  believing  foul,  and 
faith,  Deliver  him  from  going  down  to  the  pit  :  I  have 
found  a  ransom. f 


*  1  Pet.  i.  i8>  19. 
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(4»)  They  are  introduced  into  great ,  unfpeakable, 
and  endlefs  glory. 

♦ 

Eye  hath  not  feen ,  ?icr  ear  heard ,  neither  have 
entered  into  the  heart  of  man ,  the  things  which  God 
bath  prepared  for  them  that  love  him .* 

j 

<  * 

The  children  of  God  derive  their  comfort  not  from 
terrene  enjoyments,  but  eternal  realities  j  thefe  are 
the  hills  to  which  they  lift  their  eyes,  and  from 
whence  comes  their  aid— in  this  they  rejoice,  that 
their  names  are  written  in  heaven  /- — Confoling  re¬ 
flexion — let  whatever  will  take  place  on  earth,  a 
profpeX  of  future  and  unceanng  delight  fwallows  up 

/ 

every  other  confideration.  The  glory  into  which 
they  are  introduced  admits  of  no  decay,  no  conclu- 
fion  !  It  tranfcends  all  expreffion — all  conception  1 

(5.)  A  great  number,  which  no  man  can  number 
are  redeemed. — After  this  I  beheld ,  and  lo ,  a  great 
multitude  which  no  man  could  number ,  of  all  nations 
and  kindreds  and'  people  andAongues ,  flood  before  the 
throne  and  before  the  lamb ,  clothed  with  white  robes , 
and  palms  in  their  hands  \  And  cried  with  a  loud 
voice ,  faying ,  Salvation  to  our  God  who  fitteth  upon 
the  throne ,  and  unto  the  Lamb  A 

The  Chriftian  fyftem  is  a  fyflem  of  benevolence  ; 
line  its  mod  gracious  Author,  it  hath  no  pleafure  in 
the  death  of  the  wicked,  but  that  the  wicked  turn 

*  l  Cor.  ii.  9. 


f  Rev.  vii.  9,  10, 
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from  bis  way  and  live — and  adored  be  the  God  of  our 
falvation  ;  millions  of  millions  Jh all  live  ;  in  the  moft 
grateful  acceptation  of  the  word  forever  ! 

Compared  with  the  fouls  of  men  thus  defcribed 
and  briefly  fpoken  of ;  how  little,  how  trifling,  do 
worldly  cares  and  objects  appear  !- — We  call  Kings, 
Emperors,  Governors,  Statefmen,  Generals  of  Ar¬ 
mies,  renowned  warriors,  &c.  great  men.— But, 
jny  Brethren,  what  are  their  objects  and  duties  comr 
pared  with  the  objects  and  duties  of  a  Minifter  of  the 
Gofpel  ?— Governments,  treaties,  fyftems  of  finance, 
penal  laws,  plans  of  education,  and  benevolent  infli- 
tutions,  however  wifely  formed  and  beautifully  ar¬ 
ranged,'  mull  all  have  an  end— But  the  fouls  of  men, 
the  blood  of  Jefus,  the  perfe&ions  of  Deity,  the 
do&rines  of  Grace,  and  the  joys  of  Heaven  will  con¬ 
tinue  forever  ! 

With  the  iitmoJl  deference  be  it  fpoken,  the  faith¬ 
ful  Mini  Her  of  the  San&uary,  in  one  refpeft,  refem- 
bles  his  God  !— For  inftance  ;  worldly  pur fu its, 
whether  they  have  refpeft  to  wealth,  to  honour,  or 
to  pleafure,— compared  with  precious  and  never- 
dying  folds,— he  takes  up  in  his  mind,  as  Jehovah 
takes  up  the  Hies,  viz.— as  a  very  little  thing . 

\ 

the  foul  will  caufe  us  to  pro- 
lifs  combined,  to  be  no  more 
than  a  drop,  of  the  bucket ,  and  to  count  the  whole  as 
the  fmall  duft  of  the  balance . 


One  folid  view  of 
nounce  all  fuhl unary  b 
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But  as  great  and  good  as  real  Minifters  of  the  Gol- 
pel  are  in  the  manner  I  have  attempted  to  explain — 
they  mud  neverthelefs  die .  Tour  Fathers  where  are 
they  *  and  the  Prophets  do  they  live  forever  ?  * 

This  brings  me  to  fliow  as  was  propofed ; 

% 

Secondly,  That  a  fall  or  death  like  unto  the  one, 
the  commemoration  of  which  has  more  particularly 
brought  us  together  this  day,  though  connected  with 
his  immediate  gain,  is  to  us  an  almoft  irreparable  lofs, 
and  therefore  a  fobjecl  for  lamentation. 

Know  ye  not  that  there  is  a  great  Man  fallen  in  If- 
rael  l — 

Yes  1  replies  my  Soul  afrefh. — We  all  know  it  I — 
and  weep  on  account  of  it ! — A  great,  a  very  great 
Man  hath  indeed  fallen  in  our  American  If  rael. 

In  our  Aflociation  he  has  fcarcely  left  his  equal ; 
in  the  United  States,  with  diffidence  be  it  fpoken, 
viewing  him  in  the  whole  of  his  chara&er,  he  has  nor 
left  his  fuperior  ! 

Fallen  from  a  dation  of  didinguiflied  eminence  and 
great  ufefulnefs  in  the  church — Fallen  from  the  bofoms 
of  his  affe&ionate  Relatives,  his  loving  and  admiring 
*  friends,  his  fellow  labourers  in  the  vineyard,  and  the 
flock  of  Chrid  on  earth,  into  the  cold  embraces  of  the 
grave.  To  corruption ,  he  now  emphatically  faith, 

*  Zech.  i.  5. 

c 
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j thou  art  my  Father ,  and  to  the  worm ,  Thou  art  my 
mother ,  7?2_y  fifter .* 

For  an  event  fo  mournful  to  us,  can  we  forbid  the 
falling  tear  ? — no  ! 

“  Can  I  forget  philander  ?  That  were  flrange  ! 

O  my  full  heart - But  fhould  I  give  it  vent, 

The  beft  difcourfe,  tho3  ftudied  well,  would  fail, 

And  you  would  liften  to  my  Jinking  voice” 

H cfell,  he  died,  on  the  laft  day  of  the  laffc  year  at 
5  o’clock  in  the  evening.  He  commenced  a  new  and 
endlefs  one  in  the  manfions  of  blifs !  In  the  feveral 
Newrs-Papers  of  Philadelphia  and  elfewhere,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  juft  eulogimn  has  fince  appeared. 

cc  On  Thurfday  evening  the  31ft  of  December  laft, 
departed  this  life  at  Hopewell,  Hunterdon  county, 
New-Jerfey,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Oliver  Hart,  in  the 
73d  year  of  his  age.« — Agreeably  to  his  particular  re- 
queft,  his  remains  wrere  conveyed  to  Southampton, 
Bucks  county,  Pennfylvania,  where  they  were  interred 
on  the  Lord’s  Day  following,  attended  by  weeping 
relatives,  and  a  numerous  concourfe  of  fympathizing 
friends. 

cc  This  venerable  Clergyman  was  Pallor  of  the  Bap- 
tift  Church  in  Charlefton,  South  Carolina,  for  thirty 
years.~Owing  to  his  warm  and  perfevering  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  caufe  of  American  liberty  and  indepen¬ 
dence,  he  was  obliged  in  1780  to  quit  that  city  ;  after 


*  Jobxvii.  14. 
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which,  he  took  the  overfight  of  the  Baptid  Church 
in  Hopewell,  New-Jerfey,  where  he  continued  till  his 
death ! 

“  His  character  in  the  political  and  religious  world 
is  too  well  known  to  {land  in  need  of  defcription. — 
The  endowments  of  his  mind;  his  early  and  unaffe&ed 
piety ;  his  abilities  as  a  Theologian  and  Minider  of  the 
Sancluary  ;  the  regularity  of  his  whole  life  ;  his  dome- 
flic  virtues,  and  univerfal  philanthropy,  would  afford 
ample  foundation  for  a  newfpaper  eulogium. 

c 6  He  bore  a  long  and  tedious  confinement  with 
exemplary  patience,  becoming  refignation,  and  to  the 
lad  was  drong  in  faith,  giving  glory  to  GOD. 

cc  Mark  the  perfefl  man  and  behold  the  upright, 
for  the  end  of  that  man  is  peace,” 

This  account  though  Yufficiently  long  for  a  newf¬ 
paper,  yet  is  by  far  too  ihort  for  a  fermon. 

The  preacher  feels  his  inability  even  to  fketch  the 
various  and  condantly  increafing  excellencies  of  fo 
great  and  good  a  man,  during  his  pilgrimage  on 
earth. — -His  defire  is  however  to  give  fuch  a  narrative 
of  the  Deceafed,  as  may  to  generations  yet  unborn, 
communicate  fome  knowledge  of  fuch  a  burning  and 
filming  Light ! 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Hart  was  born  in  Warminfter 
Townfhip,  Bucks  County,  Pennfyl vania,  on  July  the 
5th  1723. 
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He  made  a  public  profeftion  of  Religion  at  South# 
ampton  and  was  received  as  a  member  of  the  Church 
in  that  place  in  the  1 8th  year  of  his  age ;  having  been 
previoufly  baptized  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jenkin  Jones. 

In  1746  he  began  to  preach  a  crucified  jefus  and 
was  ordained  to  the  great  ■work  of  the  miniftry  061. 

1 8th  1 749,  at  Southampton  likewife.— The  fame  year 
he  went  to  Charlefton,  South  Carolina,  where  he  con¬ 
tinued,  as  you  have  already  heard,  Paftor  of  the  Rap- 
tift  Church  in  that  city  for  30  years :  In  the  month 
of  February,  1780,  owing  to  his  warm  attachment 
to  the  American  Revolution,  it  was  thought  advifea- 
ble  that  he  fhould  leave  Charlefton,  as  the  Britifh 
troops  were  preparing  to  lay  fiege  to  it — hearing  of 
its  furrender,  he  journeyed  towards  his  native  foil, 
and  in  December  following*  in  confequence  of  the 
warmeft  folicitations,  he  took  the  overfight  of  this 
Church,  from  whence,  in  his  paftoral  capacity,  he 
removed  not,  till  he  was  removed  to  glory. 

Mr.  Hart  was  twice  married;  his  firft  wife  was 
Mifs  Sarah  Brees ,  by  whom  he  had  eight  children, 
all  of  whom  are  dead,  excepting  two,  and  thefe  are 
members  of  the  Church  in  Charlefton,  now  under  the 
care  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Richard  Furman.— His 
fecond  wife,  the  mourning  widofo*  who  is  prefent  with 
us,  paying  this  laft  public  tribute  of  conjugal  affec¬ 
tion  to  the  memory  of  a  dear  and  beloved  huiband, 
was  Mrs.  Anne  Grhyball ,  rebel  of  Mr.  Charles  Grim- 
ball,  of  South  Carolina,  by  wdiom  he  had  two  fons ; 
the  firft  died  young,  the  other  is  ftill  alive,  and 
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bears  the  name  of  William  Rogers  Hart,  riven  him 

D  7  0 

as  a  teftfmony  of  that  cordial  affe&ion  which  fubfided 
between  the  deceafed,  and  the  perfon  who  is  now 
addreding  you. 

Several  Sermons  and  other  compofitions  of  Mr. 

Hart’s  have  appeared  in  print  which  do  honour 
to  his  pen  and  his  heart,  viz.  Dancing  Exploded ; 

A  Funeral  Difcourfe  occafioned  by  'the  death  of  the 
Rev .  Mr.  William  Tennent  ;*  The  Chriftian  Temple; 
A  Circular  Letter  on  ChrijV s  Mediatorial  Char  after ; 
America's  Remembrancer ;  and  A.  Gcfpel  Church 
portrayed.— Beddes  thefe,  he  has  left  in  manufcript 
many  valuable  difcourfes  on  public  and  common  oc- 
cadons,  exclufive  of  other  writings— A  variety  of 
his  papers  on  different  fubje&s,  which  he  fet  great 
dore  by  as  he  often  told  me,  together  with  a  num¬ 
ber  of  his  befl  books,  were  deflroyed  by  the  Britifh 
army  when  they  over-rail  the  fouthern  dates.— fie 
had  a  confiderable  turn  for  Poetry,  though  lo  model!, 
that  but  few  of  his  mod  intimate  friends  knew  he 
podeffed  this  talent;  a  large  book  of  Poems,  princi¬ 
pally  of  his  own  compodtioii,  was  lod  in  Charledon:— 
as  a  fpecimen  of  his  poetic  talent,  the  following  ver- 
fes  were  handed  me  by  his  refpedled  Widow,  th  ey  were 
penned  wdien  his  trials  were  exceedingly  great. 

“  Foreboding  thoughts  and  gloomy  fears 
Croud  thick  into  my  bread  ; 

Perplexing  doubts  and  anxious  cares 
Forbid  my  foul  to  red. 

*  From  the  fame  text  as  this  fermon — a  circumftance  totally  un¬ 
known  to  the  author,  till  after  its  full  delivery. 
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Happy  ye  Saints,  above  the  fkies, 

Beyond  the  reach  of  woe  ! 

Dear  Lord,  command  my  foul  to  rife 
With  joyful  hafte  I’ll  go. 

The  world  in  fackloth  and  diflrefs, 

Fd  leave  beneath  my  feet ; 

And  mounting  in  a  heavenly  drefs, 

I  would  my  Saviour  meet.” 

isthe  highejl  Jiileof  man :  our  departed 
brother  was  one  in  a  pre-eminent  degree,  his  whole  life 
correfponded  with  his  profeifion  of  the  name  of  Jesus. 
•—Sound  in  the  faith  and  an  uniform  advocate,  both 
in  public  and  in  private,  for  the  doctrines  of  free  and 
fovereign  grace,  he  obtained  and  continued  to  deferve 
the  appellation,  of  an  orthodox  divine.— As  a  preacher 
his  manner  was  pleafing  and  his  delivery  animated  ; 
fpeaking  from  the  heart,  it  was  his  aim  that  the  hearts 
of  thofe  who  heard  him  might  always  be  benefited.— 
The  fum  and  fubftance  of  all  his  difcourfeswere  found¬ 
ed  on  the  great  atonement,  yet  he  ftudied  variety ,  for 
he  never  loft  fight  of  the  Bible  fyjlem  in  any  of  its 
parts.  Rightly  dividing  the  word  of  truth ,  he  was  a 
workman  that  needed  not  to  be  ajhamed .* 

Shall  I  fpeak  of  him  in  his  civil  capacity? — As  a 
Citizen  he  was  defervedly  efteemed  ;  the  South  Caro¬ 
linians  will  never  forget  that  once  they  could  claim 
him  as  an  inhabitant ;  they  never  mention  his  name 
but  with  refpe&.f — -In  thofe  times  which  tried  men’s 

*  2  Tim.  ii.  15. 

+  See  an  excellent  Sermon  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Furman  on  Mr. 
Kart’s  deceafe  from  Mat.  xxv.  21.  preached  in  Charlefton,  Fe- 
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fouls,  his  patriotifm  was  well  known,  he  difdained  the 
moft  diftant  fubmiflion  to  an  invading,  haughty  foe, 
and  was  determined  to  (land  or  fall  with  his  country. 
As  a  teftimony  of  their  confidence  in  his  zeal  and  in¬ 
tegrity;  the  Council  of  Safety  of  South  Carolina 
appointed  Mr.  Hart,  with  the  Hon.  William 
Henry  Drayton,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  William 
Tennent  to  vifit  the  frontiers  of  that  (fate,  in  order 
to  reconcile,  if  poffible,  a  number  of  the  inhabitants 
who  were  difafreded  towards  a  revolutionary  govern¬ 
ment — a  piece  of  bufmefs,  which,  though  attended 
with  great  bodily  fatigue  and  perfonal  danger,  he 
executed  with  propriety  and  fidelity. 


In  every  dam  eft  ic  relation,  our  deceafed  friend 

j  J 

might  be  viewed  as  truly  exemplary. 

He  was  the  loving  and  tender  hufband — the  kind 
and  affe&ionate  father— the  mild  and  provident  maf- 
ter— the  attentive  and  obliging  neighbour— the  dutiful 

o  o  o 

fon — and  the  feeling  brother  ! 


I  mud  not  pafs  over  in  filence  his  liberal  mindednefs. 
To  a  covetous  and  lordidly  parfimonious  difpofition 
he  was  a  firanger.  An  avaricious  Chriftian  or 
worldly  minifler  'were  in  his  ear,  founds  the  in  oft  dis¬ 
cordant.  He  read  and  believed  his  Bible,  and  con¬ 
formably  to  its  precepts,  he  wTas  full  of  charity  and 
good  works  !  If  not  rich  in  earthly  things,  he  was 
rich  in  faith.  It  was  his  meat  and  his  drink  to  lay  up 
treafure  in  heaven,  for  there  was  his  heart. 
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Cordially  fuhfcribing  to  the  inalienable  rights  of 
man  as  derived  from  the  Author  of  our  Being  and  the 
Father  of  our  Spirits,  he  became  an  advocate  for 
univerlal  liberty.  A  mind  like  his  was  always  open 
to  conviction,  and  although  in  the  year  1780,  he 
laboured  under  fome  prejudices  in  favor  of  the  flavery 
of  the  poor  Africans  and  their  defcendants ;  his  be¬ 
nevolent  foul,  foaring  above  every  felfilh  motive,  was 
foon  brought  to  contemplate  the  whole  with  horror— 
and  to  wifh ,  yea  more,  fervently  to  pray  for  fuccefs 
to  attend  the  endeavours  of  thofe  individuals  or  foci- 
eties  who  are  laudably  engaged  in  promoting  the 
happinefs  of  the  great  human  family  !* 

The  praife  due  to  fuperior  worth  will,  I  truft,  in 
this  cafe,  hand  in  need  of  no  apology,  as  the  object 
on  whom  it  is  bellowed,  cannot  be  offended,  by  the 
tribute  now  offered  to  his  real  merit. 

Our  juftly  efleemed  Brother  was  bleffed  with  fuch 
flrong  natural  abilities,  as  to  lay  a  foundation  for  thofe 
grateful  fervices  which  from  his  youth  to  a  good  old 
ap'e  he  rendered  both  to  church  and  hate.  His  ima- 

o 

gination  was  lively  and  his  judgment  firm  !  Although 
he  never  enjoyed  the  advantages  refulting  from  a 

#Mr.  Hart,  by  his  will,  has  left  a  young  negro  man  free,  after 
a  few  years  fervice— -who  has  f  nee  been  difpefed  of  to  a  good 
mailer  for  live  years. — —Mrs.  Hart,  fince  the  death  of  her  haf- 
band,  has  liberated  a  Negro  Woman,  with  her  youngeft  child, 
and  difpofed  of  her  other  two  children,  each  till  the  age  of  25 — 
when  they  are  to  be  free  aifo. 
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regular  progrefs  through  any  public  fchool  cr  univer¬ 
sity;  yet  fuch  were  the  improvements  of  his  mind  by 
felf- application,  clofe  reading,  and  habitual  reflection, 
that  few  men  more  richly  deferved  thofe  honours, 
which,  by  our  firfl  feminaries  of  learning,  have  been 
in  many  inflances  too  incautioufly  bellowed  1  The 
college  of  Rhode-Illand  however  was  not  wholly  in¬ 
attentive  to  his  worth  ;  for  in  the  year  1769,  that  in- 
ilitution,  it  being  at  their  firfi  commencement,  for¬ 
warded  him  a  diploma,  conflituting  him  Mafter  of 
Arts !  But 

“  Why  all  this  toil  for  triumphs  of  an  hour  ? 

What  tho’  we  wade  in  wealth ,  or  foar  in  fame  ? 

Earth’s  higheft  flation  ends  in  4  Here  he  lies/ 

And  4  dull  to  dull’  concludes  her  nobleft  fong.”* 

I  faid  a  little  Tfrhile  ago,  that  our  valuable  and  be¬ 
loved  friend  had  fallen  into  the  cold  embraces 
of  the  grave. — Yes!— the  grave  for  awhile  appears 
fiufhed  with  victory. — It  rejoices  over  it’s  prey!  But 
it’s  conquefl  fhall  be  of  fhort  duration  only. — He  has 
fallen  to  rife .  He  will  rife.  He  fhall  rife  crowned  with 
glory  i  He  came  to  his  grave  in  a  full  age>  f  like  as  a 
Jhock  of  corn  cometh  in  his  feafon.\ 

*  Dr.  Young. 

f  Mr.  Kart,  when  he  died,  was  72  years,  5  months,  and  26 
days  old. — — His  brother,  Joseph  Hart,  Efq.  of  Bucks-county, 
Pennfylvania,  died  Feb.  25,  1788 — aged  72  years,  5  months  and 
24  days.  His  funeral  Sermon  was  preached  alfo  by  the  Author 

of  this ,  from  2  Cor.  v.  1. - Their  brother  Mr.  Silas  Hart,  of 

Virginia,  died  Q&.  29,'  1795 — aged  77  years,  5  months,  and  24 
days.  }  Job  v.  2$. 
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Look  forward!  behold  him  afcending,  furrounded 
fcy  his  numerous  converts  and  brethren  from  South¬ 
ampton,  Philadelphia,  Charleftoil,  Hopewell,  and  ma¬ 
ny  other  places,  to  meet  his  Lord  in  the  air! — Now 
is  the  grave  deprived  of  it’s  captive! — 0  death  where 
is  thy  fling?  0  grave  where  is  thy  victory?* — I  will 
ranfom  them  from  the  power  of  the  grave ;  I  will 
redeem  them  from  death :  0  deaths  I  will  be  thy 
plagues ;  0  grave ,  I  will  be  thy  dejlruftion ;  repent¬ 
ance  Jhall  be  hidden  from  mine  eyes. f  Now  will  cor¬ 
ruption  put  on  incorruption  ;  now  will  mortality  put 
on  immortality !  Well  may  we  on  fuch  a  theme  as 
this  exclaim  with  rapture— 

“  Oh  the  burfl  gates!  crufn’d  fling!  demoliih’d  throne! 

Laft  gafp  of  vanquifh’d  death.  Shout  earth  and  heaven ! 

This  fum  of  good  to  man.”;}; 

Adored  be  JeMovah,  we  do  not  then  forrow  as 
thofe  do  w7ho  are  without  hope,  for  if  we  believe  that 
Jefus  died  and  rofe  again,  even  fo  them  alfo  who  fleep 
in  Jefus  will  God  bring  with  him. 

I  am ,  faith  Chrift,  the  refurreclion  and  the  life . 
May  we  all  be  prepared  to  follow  thofe  who,  in  being 
delivered  from  the  body,  are  now  employed,  without 
any  impediment  whatever,  in  celebrating  the  praifes 
of  Jehovah  Jesus! 

A  great  man  is  fallen  in  Ifrael! — And  this  great 
man,  my  dear  filler,  was  thy  earthly  hufoand.  Feeble 

*  i  Cor.  xv.  55.  f  Hofea  xiii.  14.  J  Dr.  Young. 
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nature  recoils,  but  religion  whifpers  all  is  well.  We 
fympathize  with  you,  for  your  lofs  is  great  indeed. — ■ 
They  only  can  fully  enter  into  your  feelings,  who 
have  been  made  to  drink  of  the  fame  bitter  cup ;  twice 
has  it  been  thy  lot!  You  have  need  of  a  double  (hare 
of  divine  grace  to  bear  up  your  fainting  fpirit!  Your 
earthly  head,  protector,  counfellor,  the  patient  part¬ 
ner  of  your  cares,  and  your  bofom  friend  is  numbered 
with  the  dead — no  more  in  this  vale  of  tears  will  his 
prefence  gladden  your  fight!  He  is  gone!  “  Gone,’* 
to  ufe  your  own  expreffive  language,  “  from  great 
fufferings,  which  he  bore  with  the  greatefl  patience 
and  refignation,  to  receive  an  eternal  crown.”- — In 
him  much  of  your  happinefs  did  center,  and  with  him 
fo  much  mud  ceafe — Ceafe  did  I  fay  ?  Oh  no!  the  con- 
defcending  Jefus  will  fend  another  comforter — there¬ 
fore,  though  you  mourn ,  let  me  mod  affe&ionately 
befeech  you  not  to  murmur! — Jefus  lives,  and  becaufe 
I  live ,  faith  he,  ye  Jhall  live  alfo .  Your  hufband, 
then  is  not  dead,  but  fleepeth. f  The  Lord  gave,  and 
the  Lord  hath  taken  away ;  may  the  refponfe  of  your 
foul  be,  blejfed  be  the  name  of  the  Lord!J  Thy  maker 
is  thine  hufo and ;  the  Lord  of  hofis  is  his  name.%  An 
hufband  who  hath  loved  thee  with  an  everlalting  love, 
therefore  with  loving  kindnefs  hath  he  drawn  thee.|[ 
To  him  therefore  look  up,  he  will  never  leave  nor 
forfake  thee  ;  in  his  houfe  are  many  manfions ;  a 
place  is  prepared  for  you  ;  let  not  then  your  heart  be 
troubled— For  in  a  little  while  the  fovereign  aifpofer 


f  John  xi.  ii. 
$  Ifa.  liv.  5. 
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of  all  events  will  alfo  call  you  hence,  you  will 
where  your  late  and  former  neared  earthly  friends  have 
gene,  and  never  more  feel  the  bitter  pang  of  repara¬ 
tion  :* — With  them  and  all  the  redeemed  of  the  Lord , 
you  will  ere-long  be  employed  forever  in  bowing 
down  unto  and  adoring  the  great  Triune. — The 
love  of  Emmanuel  will  then  be  the  “  delightful  theme 
of  your  inceffant  meditation  ;  the  inexhaudible  fource 
of  your  mod  exalted  joys ;  and  the  fubject  of  your 
fublimed  fong.” 

A  great  man  is  fallen  in  Ifrael! — His  bereaved  chil¬ 
dren  will  alfo,  as  long  as  life  endures,  feel  this  to  be 
a  folemn  truth — Oh  what  pleafure  does  it  afford  my 
foul  that  both  of  them  who4  are  abfent  have,  fince 
they  arrived  to  the  years  of  underdanding,  chofen 
Jehovah  for  their  portion!  This  was  to  their  de¬ 
parted  pious  parent  a  fredi  and  condant  motive  for 
unfeigned  thankfgiving.— Let  his  quiet*  exit,  and 

*  For  many  months  previous  to  his  death  he  repeatedly  faid  that 
he  viewed  himfelf  as  a  dying  man.- — A  few  days  after  he  was  taken 
with  his  lafr  ilJnefs,  and  while  he  was  able  to  walk  about  the  room, 
he  called  for  his  Will,  gave  it  to  a  friend,  and  defired  him  to  get 
his  remains  conveyed  to  Southampton,  the  family  burying  place. — 
It  was  with  fuch  difficulty  at  this  time  that  he  drew  his  breath,  and 
the  agony  he  was  in,  was  fo  great,  that  he  faid,  he  fould  not  think 
it  f  range  if  he  fould  go  into  convvfons — The  druggie  for  breath 
broke  a  veffel,  and  he  fpat  a  quantity  of  blood-— yet  not  a fngle 
murmur ,  or  • undue  complaint ! — lie  would  frequently  lift  up  his 
hands  and  fay,  poor  mortal  man  ! — A  friend  once  replied,  this 
mortal  fall  put  on  immortality — he  anfwered,  yes  l  yes  ! — He  would 
often  fay,  /  nuani}  I  want  /-—being  alked  what  he  wanted  ? — I 
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full  belief  in  the  promifes  caufe  them  to  arreft  every 
improper  complaint,  and  as  profefiors  of  our  holy 
religion,  may  they  be  Jiill ,  knowing  that  God  hath 
done  it — thus  will  they  improve  this  moll  afflicting 
broke  of  an  unerring  Providence  to  their  highefl: 
fpiritual  advantage,  and  the  honor  of  him  who 
woundeth  and  who  healeth,  who  killeth  and  who 

maketh  alive !- - Why  weeps  my  namefake ?* — The 

caufe  is  affliredly  a  fufficient  one. — His  father  has  left 
our  world  and  bidden  us  all  farewell ;  He  will  no  more 
hear  his  inftru&ive  voice,  no  more  witnefs  his  fervent 
devotion,  no  more  fee  his  face — -until  they  meet  above 
the  ikies ! — What  though  your  father  has  forfaken 
you,  your  mother  is  with  you  hill,  and  fliould  fhe  alfo 
be  called  away,  The  Lord  will  take  you  up.\  Con- 

want  the  will  of  the  Lord  to  he  done l — The  Rev.  Mr.  Van  Horne 
called  to  fee  him  ;  he  afked  him  if  he  felt  comfortable,  he  replied, 
God  is  an  all fvjficient  Saviour  ! 

A.  perfon  who  at  one  time  was  fitting  by,  and  obferving  his  great 
bodily  diitrefs,  faid,  how  happy  for  Mr.  Hart  that  he  has  hut  one 
work  to  do  ! — Dying  was  meant — He  immediately  replied,  Christ 
is  the  end  of  the  law  for  righteousness  to  every  one  that  be- 

LIEVETH  ! 

Dec.  29.  He  called  for  all  around  him  to  help  him  praife  God 
for  what  he  had  done  for  his  foul — being  tcld  he  would  foon  join 
the  glorious  company  of  faints  and  angels,  he  replied,  enough , 
enough  ! 

Dec.  30.  His  cough  and  fpitting  of  blood  increafed,  and  every 
breath  was  accompanied  with  a  groan  ! 

When  he  died,  he  juft  put  his  head  a  little  back,  clofed  his  eyes 
as  if  he  were  going  into  a  fteep,  and  expired  !  !  ! 

*  William  Regers  Hart.  Born  Dec.  13,  1784.  f  Pf.  xxxyii.  10. 
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foling  promife! — Oh  that  like  young  Jofiah,  you  may 
do  that  which  is  right  in  the  fight  of  the  Lord,  and 
walk  in  all  the  way  of  your  father,  and  turn  not  afide 
to  the  right  hand  or  to  the  left ! — Let  rne  charge  you 
to  remember  your  Creator  in  the  days  of  your  youth, 
and  to  obey  your  mother  in  the  Lord — 4he  is  now 
your  only  earthly  parent,  and  from  her  lonely  fitua- 
tion  puts  in  the  juded  claim  to  your  unreferved  atten¬ 
tion  and  filial  love !— You  mud  die  too,  you  may  die 
foon,  for  daily  experience  folemnly  witnelfeth  that 

From  death’s  arred  no  age  is  free.” 

All  the  relatives  of  the  deceafed,  without  excep¬ 
tion,  fudain  by  his  death  a  heavy  lofs !  To  tell  them 
not  to  weep  would  contradift  my  fubje<d. 

“  Their  grief  becomes  them,  and  their  tears  are  juft.” 

But  that  ajfurance  which  we  all  poffefs,  that  his  foul, 
his  precious  and  immortal  foul,  has  afcended  to  his 
Father  and  our  Father ,  to  his  God  and  our  God ,  ihould 
deaden  every  figh,  and  in  the  midd  of  gloom  impart 
a  cheering  influence!— 

Our  fubjeft  is  admirably  calculated  to  imprefs  our 
minds  with  at  lead  one  certain  and  mod  ade&ing 
truth,  viz.  That  the  greated  and  bed  of  Miniders  or 
Defenders  of  the  Gofpel  mud  die  as  well  as  others.  It 
is  appointed  unto  men  once  to  die .  And  Miniders  are 
but  men.  There  is  no  man  hath  power  over  the  fpirit 
io  retain  the  fpirit ;  neither  hath  he  power  in  the  day 
of  death ;  and  there  is  no  difcharge  in  this  war* 


*  Ecd.  viiia  8. 
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Were  we  ever  fo  defirous  of  eluding  the  fhafts  of  the 
mighty  king  of  terrors,  we  fhould  find  it  impoffi- 
ble !  The  experience  of  all  ages  is  confirmation 
ftrong,  as  it  refpefts  this  melancholy  aflertion.— 
“  Aaron ,  as  I  had  occafion  to  obferve  in  another 
funeral  fermon,*  mud  afcend  Mount  Hor  and  die 
there.  Mofes ,  Mount  Nebo,  and  die  there.  And  the 
great  Apoftle  of  the  Gentiles  tells  us,  that  the  time  of 
his  departure  was  at  hand.”  In  modern  times,  what 
a  catalogue  of  worthies  might  be  here  introduced 
of  various  chriftian  focieties,  who  while  on  earth  were 
truly  %ealous  for  their  god,  but  now  reft  in  their 
graves— “  Although  they  are  dead,  yet  they  fpeak” 
moft  powerfully  unto  many  who  are  yet  alive.  Far 
be  it  from  me  to  open  any  bleeding  wound  afrefli ; 
but  as  the  Church  of  Chrift,  we  of  the  Baptift  deno¬ 
mination  cannot  forbear  recollecting  at  a  feafon 
fo  folemn  as  the  prefent,  the  venerable  names  of 
Davis ,  Eaton ,  Stelle ,  Miller ,  Morgan ,  Keif  ay,  and 
Manning ,  with  many  others }  to  which  affecting  lift, 
we  have  now  to  add  a  Hart  !— If  David  lamented 
over  Abner,  Saul,  and  Jonathan,  for  their  amiable 
virtues  and  heroifm- — If  there  were  fuch  remarkable 
diftrefs  on  account  of  good  old  Jacob’s  death  as  we 
read  of  in  the  50th  chapter  of  Gcnefis— If  all  Judah 
and  Jerufalem  mourned  for  Hezekiah  and  Jofiahf— 
furely  we  cannot,  we  ought  not  to  refrain  from  the 
fame  exprefiions  of  grief  when  fo  many  eminent  and 
truly  pious  men  have  fallen  in  our  Ifrael  1 

*  On  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Edwards. 

f  2  Chron.  xxxii.  33.  Aifo,  ch.  xxxv.  24,  23. 
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'  Oh  that  thofe  affections  might  be  excited  by  every 
fublunary  change,  as  are  bed  calculated  to  prepare 
us  for  the  immutability  of  the  ikies ! 

The  Britifh  Ifrael  united  with  us  in  gofpel  faith  and 
apodoiic  ordinances  have  alfo  been  in  the  courfe  of 

% 

divine  Providence  peculiarly  called  upon  within  a  few 
months  pad  to  weep  and  mourn  “  For  the  (lain  of 
the  daughter  of  their  people.”  With  what  efful¬ 
gence  do  a  Gill — Gifford — Ryland—  and  an  Evans. , 
with  feveral  others  who  might  be  mentioned,  ihine  in 
the  hidoric  page,  and  ihine  they  will  in  this  as  well  as 
that  hemifphere  till  time  ihall  be  no  more — and  what 
is  far  better,  as  <c  champions  for  Chrid  and  free 
grace  they  will  forever  ihine  in  the  annals  of  eter¬ 
nity,”  Connected  with  thefe,  we  are  now  fummoned 
afreih  to  deplore  the  late  removals  by  death  of  a  Sten- 
nett — a  Beddome — and  a  Clarke  !*  My  European 
correfpondentsfhave  generally  in  their  letters  announ¬ 
ced  the  melancholy  tidings— -Let  us  not  in  the  day  of 
our  didrefs  forget  our  didant  Brethren,  knowing 
that,  If  one  member  fuffer ,  all  the  members  fufferwith 
it  !  For  by  one  Spirit  are  we  all  baptized  into  one 
body  ;  and  have  been  all  made  to  drink  into  one  Spi¬ 
rit. \  A  great  man  is  fallen  in  our  Ifrael !  And 

#  'Rev.  William  Clarke,  A.  M.  of  Exeter. 

f  “  Death  has  lately  made  very  rapid  Brides  among  diffenting 
Minifters  in  this  country.  Many  of  our  moil:  aged,  and  learned, 
and  ufeful  divines,  of  different  denominations  have  been,  in  the 

cofarfe  of  a  few  months,  removed.” - -[Extract  from  the  Rev. 

Mr.  Dore’s  Letter.]] 

J  i  Car.  jdi.  13. 
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both  of  you/'  my  Rev.  Brethren,  as  well  as  myfelf, 
mud  follow  him  through  the  valley  of  the  foadow  of 
death  ! — Ought  we  not  then  to  be  more  in  earned 
as  Stewards  of  the  myjleries  of  God ,  more  devoted  to 
the  fervice  of  the  Sanctuary,  more  fpiritually  mind¬ 
ed,  and  more  difpofed  to  contend  for  the  faith  once 
delivered  unto  the  Saints ,  that  we  may  be  found 
ready  to  go  in  with  him  to  the  marriage  /—When  ! — 

O  hear  it  with  fear  and  trembling,  the  door  will  be 

b  -  1 

fhut  againd  every  hypocrite,  falfe  profelfor,  and  un¬ 
believer  !■ — —God  of  his  infinite  mercy  grant  that 
we  may  not  deceive  our  own  fouls— If  we  fhould,  our 
cafe  will  be  {hocking  indeed!  <e  Were  fuch,  faith 
the  evangelical  Mr.  Booth,  the  dreadful  iffue  of 
our  miniderial  courfe,  we  might,  perhaps,  among  all 
the  miferable  millions,  be  claifed  with  the  mod 
wretched  characters  in  hell.”  But,  beloved,  we  are 
perfuaded  better  things  of  you ,  and  things  that  accom¬ 
pany  falvation ,  though  we  thus  fpeak.\~ — Jehovah 
hath  in  this  providence  fpoken  aloud  to  us  ;  may  we 
hear  his  voice  and  follow  our  departed  Brother, 
Friend,  and  Father,  even  as  he  followed  Chrid— 
may  we  be  dedfad,  unmovable,  always  abounding  in 
the  tvork  of  the  Lord,  forafmuch  as  we  know  that 
our  labour  {hall  not  be  in  vain  in  the  Lord  !- — Oh 
that  we  may  finifh  our  courfe  with  joy— -and  finally  ob¬ 
tain  the  approbation  of  him,  who  is  appointed  to 
judge  the  quick  and  the  dead!  Even  so,  Lord 
JESUS  ! 

%  The  Rev.  MeiTrs.  John  Blackwell  and  James  Ewing,  who 
were  prelent  at  the  delivery  of  this  difeourfe. 

t  Heb.  vi.  9. 
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Permit  me  alfo  to  add  refs  you,  who  are  members 
of  this  afflicted  church  ; — -lince  my  knowledge  of  you 
as  a  branch  of  our  extenfive  Zion,  you  have  been 
twice  bereaved  of  thofe  who  broke  unto  you  the 
bread  of  life  !— The  refpecled  names  of  Eaton,  and 
of  Hart,  will,  I  am  fully  fenfible,  be  always  held 
in  precious  remembrance  among  you — throughout 
thefe  hates  and  among  our  European  brethren  they 
are  and  will  be  fpoken  of,  as  thofe,  who  in  their  day 
and  generation,  were  burning  and  fhining  lights  in¬ 
deed — they  were  pillars  in  thehoufe  of  our  God  : 
By  their  deaths,  and  the  deaths  of  others  like  them,  we 
are,  my  beloved  brethren,  taught  the  inhability  of  all 
created  good— Ceafe  ye  then  from  man ,  whofe  breath 
is  in  his  nojlrils  :  for  wherein  is  he ,  however  great, 

good,  and  wife,  to  be  accounted  of?*- - Mr.  Eaton 

died  in  the  meridian  of  life— 

€<  In  him,  with  grace  and  eminence,  did  fhine 

The  Man,  the  Chriflian,  Scholar  and  Divine. 

Mr.  Hart  was  continued  among  you,  as  has  alrea¬ 
dy  been  obferved,  to  a  good  old  age— the  Lord  of 
the  Harvefl  fpared  him,  and  made  him  a  lingular 
bleiling  for  many  years— 

<e  He  fat  like  the  fnn,  nor  cloud  pofiefs’d.” 

On  earth  you  will  fee  him  no  more  ;  no  more  enjoy 
his  agreeable  converfation,  or  Men  to  his  gentle  and 

*  Ifa.  ii.  1 2 . 

f  Lines  on  Mr.  Eaton’s  tomb-flone. 
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falutary  admonitions  •  no  more  join  him  in  hrs 
peculiarly  fervent  petitions  at  a  throne  of  Grace,  or 
hear  him  preach  thofe  dodfrines,  ordinances,  and  du¬ 
ties,  which  were  the  joy  of  his  foul  1 — No  more  will 
you  behold  him,  prefiding  in  your  afiemblies,  or  hep- 
ping  forth  as  a  healer  of  your  breaches —  Y  on  cer¬ 
tainly  will  never  forget  his  uniform  prudential  de¬ 
portment,  and  his  anxiety  for  the  prevalence  of  una¬ 
nimity  among  you !  But  he  has  fallen — he  now 
deeps  with  his  Fathers— he  has  efcaped  the  grovel¬ 
ling  intercourfe  of  worms,  and  joined  the  genera! 
aflembly  of  the  firft-born  on  high  !  -Try,  my  Breth¬ 
ren,  to  comfort  one  another — gave  thanks  to  God 
that  you  ever  had  fuch  a  Paftor  : — -Imitate  the  many 
things  you  faw  in  him  fo  worthy  of  imitation,  and 
c:  honor  his  memory  by  imbibing  his  fpirit  and  copy¬ 
ing  his  bright  example.55— Some  are  byreafon  of  thefe 
vifitations  too  much  difpofed  to  imagine  that  theLoRb 
is  about  forfaking  his  church  here  below !— ' This  can¬ 
not  be  !  The  great  Read  of  the  Church  lives,  the 
refidue  of  the  Spirit  is  with  him,  in  him  ail  fulnefs 
dwells,  he  is  the  fame  yederday,  to-day,  and  forever  ! 
May  the  Lord  of  the  harvefl  fend  forth  more  faith¬ 
ful  labourers  into  his  harvefl— May  a  double  portion 
of  the  fpirit  of  bur  afcended  Elijahs,  red  upon  our 
furviving  Eliflias  !  For  verily,  we  have  need  to  pray. 
Help  Lord :  for  the  godly  man  ceafeth  :  for  the  faithful 
fail  from  among  the  children  of  men*  In  order  that 
your  prefent  Patlorf  may  prove  as  great  a  bleffing  ag 


*  Pfalm  xii.  i. 
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thofe  who  have  gone  before  him,  let  me  mod  affec¬ 
tionately  entreat  you  to  drengthen  his  hands,  to  en¬ 
courage  his  heart,  to  adminider  to  his  neceffities, 
and  to  pour  out  your  fouls  in  prayer  to  God  for  him  ; 
endeavouring  to  keep  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond 
of  peace  ! 

May  Yil  thofe  who  belong  to  this  congregation 
and  have  for  fo  many  years  fitten  under  the  minidry 
%  of  their  lately  deceafed  pallor,  be  enabled  during  this 
folemn  interview  and  through  the  remainder  of  their 

o 

days  to  recollect  how  ardently  and  frequently  he  plead 
with  Jehovah  for  them— Call  to  mind,  my  hearers, 
for  66  Heaven  and  Earth  have  recorded  it  qgainft  you, 
that  Mr.  Hart  fet  before  you,  life  and  death,  blef- 
fing  and  curfin g”— therefore  choofe  life. — Unintereded 
in  the  Lamb  that  was  ilain,  drangers  to  atoning 
blood— and  dying  in  your  fms,  where  Jefus  and  his 
faithful  fervants  are,  you  cannot  go- — where  then 
will  you  go,  but  to  a  place  of  torment  ?— Oh  that  you 
were  wife ,  that  you  underftood  this ,  that  you  would 
confider  your  latter  end  ?• — There  may  be  many 
among  you,  who  may  yet  come  forward  as  the  preci¬ 
ous  fruits  of  his  pious  minidry— who  fliall  be  crowns 
of  his  rejoicing  in  the  prefence  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
C hr ijl  at  his  coming  ! 

The  labours  of  an  Eaton  and  of  a  Hart  with 
you  are  now  over— but  be  allured  that  the  mod  of 

and  finally  ordained  or  fet  apart  by  him,'  a  (lifted  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Blackwell,  to  the  ifacred  work  of  the  Miniitry. 
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you  have  concerns  with  them  which  cannot  be  fettled 
till  you  and  they  meet  before  the  awful  tribunal  of 
the  judge  eternal!— Gracious  God!  ihould  both  or 
either  of  them  appear  as  a  fivift  witnefs  againft  you— 
where  will  you  hide  your  guilty  heads  ? — All  appall’d 
before  the  Lion  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  you  will 
acknowledge  that  you  brought  upon  yourfelves  fivift 
deft  ruB  ion ! — You  will  have  to  anfwer  for  every  fer- 
mon  you  ever  heard  them  preach,  for  all  the  folemn 
warnings  given  you,  and  for  all  their  prefling  and 
tender  exhortations  that  you  might  fee  from  the  zvrath 
to  come! 

It  is  a  ferious  thing  to  exchange  worlds— 

“  Men  may  live  fools,  but  fools  they  cannot  die.’* 

The  Almighty  has  fpared  you ,  while  thousands  and 
tens  of  thoufands  have  gone  the  way  of  all  fle(h — your 
bounds  are  alfo  appointed,  they  cannot  be  paiTed! — 
are  you  prepared,  or  not,  to  yield  obedience  to  the 
King  of  terrors?  This  is  an  important  queftion, 
and  merits  an  immediate  folution,  for 

(i  Death’s  shafts  fly  thick  :  Here  falls  the  village-twain. 

And  there  his  pamper’d  lord.  The  cup  goes  round  ; 

And  who  fo  artful  as  to  put  it  by? 

Tis  long  fince  Death  had  the  majority; 

Yet  ftrange!  The  living  lay  it  not  to  heart. ”* 

Finally,  May  all  the  redeemed  of  Chrifl  Jefus  fuit- 
reflect  on  thefe  affii&ive  difpenfations  of  divine 


*  Rev.  Mr.  Blair. 
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Providence! — One  after  another  of  our  faithful 
Watchmen  are  removed  out  of  their  places,  while 
We  are  left  behind!— Oh  that  their  departure  from  ter- 
reflrial  fcenes,  mayprove  infir  umental  in  bringing  eternal 
things  nearer  to  our  view— caufing  us  to  {hake  off  all 
ilothfulnefs,  and  to  run  the  race  that  is  fet  before  us 
—that  we  may  be  duly  qualified  through  rich,  /dree, 
and  fovereign  grace  to  enter  into  thofe  abodes,  where 
there  Jhall  in  no  wife  he  introduced  any  thing  that 
defileth ,  neither  whatfoever  worketh  abomination,  or 
makeih  a  lie;  but  they,  and  they  only,  who  are 
written  in  the  Lamb’s  book  of  life*  O  bleiTed  fiate ! 
Where  there  is  fulnefs  of  joy  and  pleafures  forever¬ 
more!— joys  and  pleafures  which  are  fpiritual,  holy, 
and  heavenly— which  are  pure,  without  mixture — full, 
without  want— conflant,  without  diminution  or  inter¬ 
ruption — and  perpetual, without  end ! — For 

Could  you,  fo  rich  in  rapture,  fear  an  end. 

That  ghaftly  thought  would  drink  up  all  ycur  joy, 

And  quite  unparadife  the  realms  of  light.”  , 

My  brethren,  the  illuflrious  hour  is  haflening  on, 
and  will  foon  arrive,  when  all  the  purchafed  pojfejfion 
will  fliine  as  the  brightnefs  of  the  firmament,  and  as 
the  flars  forever  and  ever— -and  then,  fhould  we  be 
fo  divinely  favored  as  to  die  in  the  Lord ,  we  ihall 
meet  our  beloved  Hart,  'with  all  the  faints  of  God! 
And,  what  is  infinitely  more  defirable,  we  fhall  meet 
our  beloved  JESUS,  and  join  that  happy  tram,  whom 
taking  by  the  hand,  he  will  prefent  to  his  and  our 


*  Rev.  xxi.  27. 
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Father,  faying,  cc  Behold  me,  and  the  children  whom 
thou  hail  given  me.”  Then  fliall  we  behold  the  face 
of  our  God  and  Saviour  in  righteoufnefs,  and  <c  be 
changed  into  his  image  from  glory  to  glory,  afcr thing 
with  unutterable  delight  and  joy,  blefling  and  honor, 
thankfgiving  and  praife,  unto  him  that  fitteth  upon 
the  throne,  and  to  the  Lamb  that  was  flain,  forever 
and  ever.” — - — 

Ci  Believe,  and  fhow  the  renfon  cf  a  man  ; 

Believe,  and  tafie  the  pleafure  of  a  God; 

Believe,  and  look  with  triumph  on  the  tomb.* 

Now  to  the  Three  who  bear  record  in  Heaven, 
the  Father,  the  Word,  and  the  Holy  Ghost  ; 
the  ONE  GOD;  who  only  hath  Immortality  and 
dwelleth  in  that  light  which  no  man  can  approach 
unto  ;  whom  no  man  hath  feen  or  can  fee  ;  be  afcribed 
Glory ,  and  MajeJly ,  Dominion ,  and  Power,  both  now 
and  ever.  Amen. 


*  Dr.  Young, 
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